


Fate of the Lhapa
1. Main Title (3:16)

2. Meeting with the Dalai Lama (4:26)

3. The Future (4:41)

4. Village (3:10)

5. Our Past - Pokhara (2:58)

6. The Calling - The Training (3:45)

7. The Work - Children - Alter (4:06)

8. Deities Enter (5:18)

9. Flags - Water Spirit (2:14)

10. Rhi and Ceremony - Inside the Temple (2:51)

11. Fate (4:18)

Produced by William Susman
TOTAL TIME: 41:18

Score recorded & mixed by Stephen Hart at Fantasy Studios, Berkeley, California, June 19 & 23, 2006
All compositions by William Susman (ASCAP) • Copyright © 2007 by William Susman



A NOTE FROM THE COMPOSER

Scoring Fate of the Lhapa was an inspiring experience. I worked with a 
marvelous director, Sarah Sifers, who trusted my musicianship and gave me 
the freedom to compose a score that attempts to capture the place, culture, 
spirit and passion of the Tibetan Shamans and their broader historical context.

As with many of my scores, I look for melody and instrumentation that the 
filmmaker has captured on film. In Fate of the Lhapa, there were stunning 
musical moments including ritual chanting, bells, gongs, drumming and dance. 
All of these sonic elements contributed to my choice of melody, harmony, 
rhythm and instrumentation.

I would like to thank two remarkable musicians, cellist Joan Jeanrenaud and 
Tibetan vocalist Tsering Wangmo for the warmth and beauty of their brilliant 
performances, my engineer at Fantasy Studios, Stephen Hart for his artistry 
both in the recording, mixing and the mastering process and my wonderful 
studio assistant/engineer Scott Tusa.
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The innovative and evocative music of 
William Susman can be heard both in the 
concert hall and on film. Mr. Susman’s music 
integrates diverse influences spanning the 
western classical and jazz tradition to science 
and numerology. Rhythm plays a strong role 
in his music through musical devices such as 
the Afro-Cuban Montuño, Medieval Hocket 
and Isorhythm. His orchestral works are 
frequently performed throughout the world. 
He has scored a variety of documentaries 
over the past several years and has received 
international recognition through awards and 
commissions. Many acclaimed soloists have 
performed and recorded his music.
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Joan Jeanrenaud is best known for the 
more than 2,000 concerts she performed 
throughtout the world during her impressive 
tenure with the Kronos Quartet. Jeanrenaud 
left Kronos in 1999 to pursue different artistic 
directions including solo and collaborative 
projects. As a solo artist she has premiered 
more than twenty compositions written for 
her. Since 1999, she has composed many 
works for cello including Be With, which 
won the Isadora Duncan Dance Award for 
best composition in 2001-02.
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Tsering was born and educated in a Tibetan 
refugee settlement in southern India. Her 
generation is the first Tibetan generation 
in exile. In 1982, she joined the Tibetan 
Institute for Performing Arts in Dharmsala, 
India, created by His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama in 1959 to preserve Tibetan culture. 
In 1989, Tsering graduated from there, and 
toured the U.S. with Sonam Tashi and Tashi 
Dhondup. In 1991, they founded Chaksam-
Pa in San Francisco, California, dedicated to 
preserving traditional performing arts. Tsering 
has performed throughout the world.
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